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Comparison between inmates Core 
Skills Assessment results and 

PIACC scores for Australian men. 
Pre 
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% % % % % % % % % 

Inmates 3.92 4.64 4.64 20.35 6.07 25.71 39.28 20 38.92 

Literacy Literacy 
PIACC 
Men 18.7 14.2 30.7 29.8 

Reference: 
 Australian Bureau of Statistics, 2013, Programme for the International Assessment of Adult 
Competencies, Australia, 2011-2012 (cat. no. 4228.0). Australian Bureau of Statistics, Canberra 



Numeracy Reading Writing 

Inmates CSA 
scores 

63.55 30.71 69.77 

 Numeracy Literacy 

PIACC Men 49.4 44 

Percentage with Level 2 and below 
skills 



Language and literacy texts and 
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The request form is used for 
a wide range of purposes. 
Staff and other inmates often 
provide support for writing it. 



Prison slang 
“Learn new words so your friends on the phone 
think you are multilingual. “ (Anon. 2012 Hotel Long Bay) 

•  ramp – a cell (or Wing) search  
•  shiv – a homemade knife  
•  durry / bunger – a cigarette  
•  racehorse – a really thin cigarette (when asking 

someone for a cigarette)  
•  bluey – an inmate request form  
•  boneyard – protection inmates area  
•  tipped – transferred to another gaol (for disciplinary 

reasons) 
•  red light – warning to others (officers in the vicinity) 
•  boob – every kind of general issue or “free stuff you can 

get 
•  dog  - someone who talks too much to officers 
•  Buy-up – the sheet of paper you put your shopping list 



Programs and services 
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Forklift Licence 
Assessment questions 



Legal Literacy 



•  60% of Australians incarcerated did not complete year 
10 

•  Barriers to justice are based on many 
factors that include: 

•   Low cognitive function  
•  Low literacy and  
•  Low comprehension levels 

The Legal Literacy Program 



Organisations participating are: 
•  Public Interest Advisory Council;  
•  Community Legal Centres -Wirringa 

Baiya Aboriginal women’s Legal 
Centre;  

•  Legal Aid  
•  Welfare Rights Centre –Centrelink 

disputes  
•  Consumer Credit Legal Centre - money 

management 



Topics 

•  Topics are around areas that affect many 
lives: 

•  The legal system  
•  The criminal system 
•  Civil law 
•  Family law 
•  Access Employment, Education and 

Training 



Questions ? 
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