
Enhancing speaking and 
listening skills online 



What is your experience of 
speaking and listening online? 



English online for health 
professionals 

•  Moodle 
•  VoiceThread 



http://voicethread.com/
mobile/ 

http://www.ollapp.com/app/
voicethread/android 





Course  content 



One topic unpacked… 

http://studentweb.bhtafe.edu.au/bhi/course/view.php?id=6232 



http://studentweb.bhtafe.edu.au/bhi/mod/book/view.php?id=125150  

http://studentweb.bhtafe.edu.au/bhi/pluginfile.php/197807/mod_resource/
content/2/present_perfect_oral_exercises.html 

Dealing with Grammar 



Dealing with pronunciation 

•  Word stress 
•  Sentence stress 
•  Intonation 
•  Linking 
•  Sounds 



Listening practice…listening for…    

•  Content 
•  Language 
•  Lexis 
•  Pronunciatio

n 



A role play…. 



…linking to VoiceThread 

http://
studentweb.bhtafe.e
du.au/bhi/mod/
page/view.php?
id=126690  

http://
voicethread.co
m/?
#u1529268 



VoiceThread for 
assessment 



Other VoiceThread activities 

https://voicethread.com/?#u1529268  



Moodle and VoiceThread for 
speaking and listening 
•  Activities were tailored to specific learning needs of 

the group 
•  Worked well in supporting and revising speaking and 

listening material covered in face to face classes  
•  Students liked having the opportunity to do extra 

speaking and listening practice at home  
•  Moodle looked attractive – students really liked the 

images 
•  Listening to each other’s speaking samples fostered 

collaboration and a  supportive learning environment 



Student feedback 
•  “I can’t wait to go home and show my 

fantastic learning to my kids” 
•  “I love listening to Merra because she sounds 

like music  - so I’m learning from Merra” 
•  “If you don’t know what homework to do, you 

can always do online.” 
•  “It’s great to listen to things a few times to 

hear what you missed the first time.” 
•  “It was so embarrassing at first to listen to my 

voice – but I am learning from hearing myself 
and everyone else and I feel OK now” 



Lessons learnt 

•  Technical difficulties do need to be worked 
through  

•  Sourcing authentic materials is a challenge 
•  Students need even more opportunity to 

practice structures orally 
•  Students would benefit from even more 

focus on pronunciation 
•  Answer keys are needed need to ensure so 

that students can genuinely learn 
independently 



Any questions? 



Jill Lewis 
EAL teacher  
CAE 
Melbourne 
jill.lewis@cae.edu.au 


